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your National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws 

	NORML Unveils 2005 "Truth Report"

	Comprehensive Report Refutes White House's Top Marijuana Myths

Washington, DC: Government claims regarding cannabis are misleading, exaggerated, and undermine the administration's ability to effectively educate the public on the issues of illicit drugs and drug policy, concludes a comprehensive report issued today by The NORML Foundation.

The report, entitled "The 2005 NORML Truth Report: Your Government Is Lying To You (Again) About Marijuana," is a detailed analysis and refutation of the White House's more prominent allegations regarding marijuana and marijuana policy.

Among the government's claims examined in NORML's extensive report:

* "Nationwide, no drug matches the threat posed by marijuana."

* "The addiction to marijuana by our youth exceeds their addiction rates for alcohol ... and all other drugs combined."

<continued on page 3 >
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Feds Spend Nearly $4 Billion Annually On Failed Pot Policy, Economics Report Says

Washington, DC: Federal spending on marijuana-related activities - primarily enforcing criminal policies prohibiting the drug's use - cost taxpayers nearly $4 billion annually, but fail to influence the public's use or perception of the drug, according to an economic report released by the non-partisan Washington, DC think-tank Taxpayers for Common Sense. "Annual federal marijuana spending is at least $3.67 billion [per year,] yet little evidence indicates this spending accomplishes the government's stated goal of reducing marijuana use," concludes the report.

Of this total cost, the federal government spends $1.43 billion enforcing marijuana prohibition, $1.11 billion for marijuana use prevention (which includes funding for anti-drug media campaigns and school-based drug testing programs), $0.37 billion for marijuana treatment (which includes federal subsidies 
<continued on page 3 >
	____________________________________________

 Domestic Pot Production Up, Cannabis Not Linked To Violence, Federal Report Says

Washington, DC: Domestic cultivation of cannabis is rising and is responsible for the majority of marijuana available in the United States, according to the National Drug Intelligence Center's (NDIC) latest "National Drug Threat Assessment" report.

The report states that domestic pot production levels are increasing and now range from 6,000 to 19,000 metric tons annually. Accordingly, the report notes that 98 percent of state and local law enforcement agencies describe the availability of marijuana in their area as "high or moderate."

Overall, the report estimates that anywhere from 12,000 to 25,000 metric tons of marijuana is available in the United States, up from previous estimates of 10,000 to 24,000 metric tons. Mexico remains the largest producer of cannabis imported into the US, followed by Canada, Colombia, and Jamaica, authors note.

The NDIC report also finds that few state and local law

<continued on page 3 >
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The NORML Monthly Newsletter is an all-volunteer effort to broadcast news, announcements and information about and for the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws.
It is composed of the weekly NORML e-Zine available online at:

http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=3442

For content issues contact:
National NORML

1001 Connecticut Ave NW, #1010, 

Washington, DC, 20009 

 (202) 483-5500 

or visit their site at 

www.norml.org  

___________________________

The NORML News Report is produced by the Librarians of OpdxNwoL - the Olde pdxNORML Website and Online Library for NORML Members, Affiliates and Interested Parties.

To get printed copies or help setting up your own contact them.

E-mail:

librarian@pdxnorml.org

Check ‘em out!  Visit and download from:

pdxnorml.org/news/NL


	A Voice for Responsible Marijuana Smokers
Since its founding in 1970, NORML has provided a voice in the public policy debate for those Americans who oppose marijuana prohibition and favor an end to the practice of arresting marijuana smokers. A nonprofit public-interest advocacy group, NORML represents the interests of the tens of millions of Americans who smoke marijuana responsibly.
During the 1970s, NORML led the successful efforts to decriminalize minor marijuana offenses in 11 states and significantly lower marijuana penalties in all others.
Today NORML continues to lead the fight to reform state and federal marijuana laws, whether by voter initiative or through the elected legislatures. NORML serves as an informational resource to the national media on marijuana-related stories, providing a perspective to offset the anti-marijuana propaganda from the government; lobbies state and federal legislators in support of reform legislation; publishes a regular newsletter; hosts, along with the NORML Foundation, an informative web site and an annual conference; and serves as the umbrella group for a national network of citizen-activists committed to ending marijuana prohibition and legalizing marijuana.
Their sister organization, the NORML Foundation sponsors public advertising campaigns to better educate the public about marijuana and alternatives to current marijuana policy; provides legal assistance and support to victims of the current laws; and undertakes relevant research. 
The oldest and largest marijuana legalization organization in the country, NORML maintains a professional staff in Washington, DC, and a network of volunteer state and local NORML Chapters across the country.  Check ‘em out!

NORML's mission is to move public opinion sufficiently to achieve the repeal of marijuana prohibition so that the responsible use of cannabis by adults is no longer subject to penalty.

When marijuana is enjoyed responsibly, subjecting users to harsh criminal and civil penalties provides no public benefit and causes terrible injustices. For reasons of public safety, public health, economics and justice, the prohibition laws should be repealed to the extent that they criminalize responsible marijuana use. 
NORML supports the right of adults to use marijuana responsibly, whether for medical or personal purposes. All penalties, both civil and criminal, should be eliminated for responsible use. NORML also supports the legalization of hemp (non-psychoactive marijuana) for industrial use.  To find out more, like how you can help, call, write or visit their website.  You’ll be glad you did!
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US Seeks Extradition Of Marc Emery For Internet Seed Sales
Vancouver, British Columbia: Canadian law enforcement officers, acting on a warrant issued by federal officials in Washington state, arrested longtime cannabis activist Marc Emery and two others late last week for violating US marijuana laws. American officials are seeking to extradite Emery to the United States, where he could face ten years to life in prison on charges that he distributed cannabis seeds to various individuals within the US.
For nearly ten years, Emery had openly operated an online cannabis seed bank in the Hastings neighborhood of Vancouver, where he maintained a high profile in the area's business and political community as publisher of the magazine Cannabis Culture and founder of the BC Marijuana Party, among other activities. Vancouver police disregarded Emery's seed sales; however, a federal grand jury in Seattle indicted him in May on charges of "conspiracy to manufacture marijuana, conspiracy to distribute marijuana seeds, and conspiracy to engage in money laundering." US law enforcement officials claim to have linked Emery's seeds to marijuana seizures in numerous states, including Florida, Indiana, and New Jersey.
Canadian law enforcement officers executed the arrest warrant against Emery and two colleagues, Gregory Williams and Michelle Rainey, on Friday in accordance with a US/Canadian treaty allowing for "mutual assistance on criminal matters." All three individuals have been granted bail and are expected to be free on bond imminently.
Extradition hearings for Emery, Williams, and Rainey could take up to one year or longer. None of the three defendants have been charged with violating Canadian drug laws.
NORML Executive Director Allen St. Pierre questioned why Canadian authorities would be willing to extradite Emery for activities that had been consistently ignored by local law enforcement and are punishable by little, if any penalty in his native country.
"Why are Canadian authorities, who had chosen not to prosecute Emery for his Internet seed business, now cooperating with US efforts to extradite and try him under America's far more stringent federal laws?" St. Pierre asked. "It's as if Canada has relinquished its sovereignty in regards to drug law enforcement to become a lapdog of the US Drug Enforcement Administration."
For more information, please contact either Allen St. Pierre or Keith Stroup of NORML at (202) 483-5500. Additional information on Marc Emery's arrest and extradition is available online at:
http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6624
 

Cannabinoids Could Offer Relief For Inflammatory Bowel Disease
Bath, United Kingdom: Cannabinoids may stimulate healing in the inflamed lining of the gastrointestinal tract, according to clinical trial data published in the August issue of the journal Gatroenterology.
A research team at the University of Bath, Department of Pharmacy and Pharmacology found that human tissues from the gastrointestinal lining of patients with inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) contained large quantities of cannabinoid receptors. Activation of specific receptors promotes healing of the gastrointestinal membrane, and could offer therapeutic relief to patients suffering from inflammatory disorders such as Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis, authors found.
The study's findings are "the first [clinical] evidence that very selective cannabis-derived treatments may be useful as future therapeutic strategies in the treatment" of inflammatory bowel disease, said lead author Karen Wright.
A previous 2003 review published in the journal Expert Opinion in Investigative Drugs noted that the human digestive tract contains various endogenous cannabinoids (marijuana-like compounds produced naturally by the body) and cannabinoid receptors, and theorized that cannabinoids may one day "provide new therapeutics for the treatment of a number of gastrointestinal diseases," including gastric ulcers, irritable bowel syndrome, Crohn's disease, and gastroesophageal reflux disease.
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at (202) 483-5500. Full text of the study, "Differential expression of cannabinoid receptors in the human colon: cannabinoids promote epithelial wound healing," is available in the August issue of the journal Gastroenterology. 
 

Marijuana And Cancer Risk Not Strong, Study Says
Lyon, France: Moderate use of cannabis not does appear to be associated with an increased risk of tobacco-related cancers, such as lung or colorectal cancer, according to an epidemiological review published in the current issue of the journal Alcohol.
Following the review of two cohort studies and 14 case-control studies, authors concluded, "Results of cohort studies have not revealed an increased risk of tobacco-related cancers among marijuana smokers, possibly because few users smoke enough marijuana to elevate their risk to a detectable level."
Authors did acknowledge an increased risk of certain cancers in a handful of case-control studies, but noted that the results were inconsistent, "highly unstable," and may reflect researchers having controlled poorly for other drug use, including tobacco and alcohol.
A 1999 review by the National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine found "no conclusive evidence that marijuana causes cancer in humans, including cancers usually related to tobacco use."
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior policy Analyst, at (202) 483-5500. Full text of the study, "Epidemiological review of marijuana use and cancer risk," is available in the August issue of the journal Alcohol.
 

"MARINOL VERSUS NATURAL CANNABIS"
New NORML Report Examines The Pros And Cons Of Synthetic THC Compared To Cannabis
Washington, DC: Oral synthetic delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), legally available in the US by prescription as the medication Marinol, often provides only limited relief to a select group of patients - particularly when compared to natural cannabis, concludes a comprehensive report issued today by NORML and The NORML Foundation.
The report, entitled "Marinol Versus Natural Cannabis: Pros, Cons and Options for Patients," is a comparative analysis of the therapeutic efficacy of cannabis and the pharmaceutical drug. Citing more than 50 published studies and clinical trials, the report finds:
* Marinol lacks several of the therapeutic cannabinoids (naturally occurring compounds) available in cannabis.
* The synergism of these cannabinoids is likely more efficacious than the administration of Marinol alone.
* Marinol is far more psychoactive than natural cannabis.
* Cannabis vaporization offers distinct advantages over the oral administration of Marinol.
* Marinol is more expensive than natural cannabis.
* Patients ultimately prefer natural cannabis to Marinol.
NORML Senior Policy Analyst Paul Armentano, who authored the report, said, "Despite Marinol's legal status as the only FDA approved synthetic cannabinoid medicine, many patient populations continue to risk arrest and criminal prosecution to use natural cannabis medically, and most report experiencing greater therapeutic relief from it."
He continued: "The active ingredient in Marinol is a synthetic analogue of only one of the compounds in cannabis that is therapeutically beneficial to patients. The federal prohibition of the possession and use of natural cannabis unnecessarily burdens patients to use a synthetic substitute that lacks much of the therapeutic efficacy of cannabis and its cannabinoids."
Armentano concluded: "Marinol should remain a legal option for patients and physicians and the development of additional cannabis-based pharmaceuticals should be encouraged. However, federal and state laws should be amended to allow for those patients who are unresponsive to synthetic THC, or simply desire an alternative to oral dronabinol, the ability to use natural cannabis and its cannabinoids as a legal medical therapy without fear of arrest and/or criminal prosecution."
August 11, 2005
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-end-

For more information, please contact Paul Armentano at (202) 483-5500. Read the report online at:
http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6635 (HTML version) or
http://www.norml.org/pdf_files/NORML_Marinol_vs_Natural_Cannabis.pdf (PDF version).
 

THC Selectively Inhibits Tumor Cell Growth Better Than Synthetic Alternative, Study Says
San Francisco, CA: The administration of the cannabinoid THC selectively inhibits the proliferation of malignant cancer cells more effectively than does the use of a synthetic cannabinoid agent, according to clinical trial data published in the August issue of the Journal of Neurooncology.
Researchers at the California Pacific Medical Center Research Institute reported that the administration of THC on human glioblastoma multiforme (brain tumor) cell lines decreased the proliferation of malignant cells and induced apoptosis (programmed cell death) more rapidly than did the administration of the cannabis receptor agonist WIN-55,212-2. Researchers also noted that THC selectively targeted malignant cells while ignoring healthy ones in a more profound manner than did the synthetic agonist.
Previous trials have found that cannabinoids selectively induce tumor regression in rodents and in human cells, including the inhibition of lung carcinoma, glioma (brain tumors), lymphoma/leukemia, skin carcinoma, prostate cancer, and breast cancer.
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at (202) 483-5500. Full text of the study, "Cannabinoids selectively inhibit proliferation and induce cell death of cultured human glioblastoma multiforme cells," appears in the August issue of the Journal of Neurooncology.
 

Congress Requests Assessment On "Drugged Driving"
Washington, DC: Legislation approved by Congress and signed by the President this week for the first time contains language regarding the enforcement of "drug-impaired driving."
The provision, included in the Transportation Appropriations bill, orders the Transportation Secretary, in cooperation with National Institutes of Health (NIH), to submit a report to Congress estimating the prevalence of "drugged driving" and assessing the available "technologies for measuring driver impairment resulting from use of the most common illicit drugs (including the use of such drugs in combination with alcohol.)"
To date, 13 states have enacted laws prohibiting motorists from operating a vehicle with trace levels of illicit drugs and/or drug metabolites in their bodily fluids. In 2004, Congress considered legislation to mandate all states to enact so-called "zero-tolerance per se" drugged driving laws. However, that effort failed to gain majority support.
For more information, please contact either Allen St. Pierre or Paul Armentano of NORML at (202) 483-5500. A comprehensive breakdown of state drugged driving laws appears in NORML's report, "You Are Going Directly to Jail: DUID Legislation: What It Means, Who's Behind It, and Strategies to Prevent It," available online at:
http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6492
 

150,000 To Attend Seattle Hempfest This Weekend
"Don't Just Burn It, Learn It!"
Seattle, WA: Event organizers are expecting nearly 150,000 attendees at this weekend's 14th annual Seattle Hempfest, taking place this Saturday and Sunday at Myrtle Edwards Park in downtown Seattle. More than 90 speakers - including NORML Executive Director Allen St. Pierre and NORML founder Keith Stroup - and 60 bands will participate in the two-day event, which promises to be one of the largest marijuana policy reform rallies ever held.
The theme of this year's festival is "Education: Don't Just Burn It, Learn It." Hempfest organizers and NORML, along with drug law reform organizations from around the country, will be disseminating materials to the more than one hundred thousand in attendance advocating for the taxation and regulation of cannabis for responsible adults.
Other speakers scheduled to appear at this year's festival include: NORML Board Members Stephen Dillon, Norm Kent, Valerie Leveroni-Corral, Chris Mulligan, George Rohrbacher, and Jeffrey Steinborn; as well as Nora Callahan, Executive Director of The November Coalition; John Conroy, legal counsel for Marc Emery and a member of the NORML Legal Committee; Rob Kampia, Executive Director of The Marijuana Policy Project (MPP); Seattle City Council Member Nick Licata; Philippe Lucas, Executive Director of the Vancouver Island Compassion Society and founder of Canadians for Safe Access; Madeline Martinez, Executive Director of Oregon NORML; noted medical cannabis patient and activist Angel McClary-Raich; Steph Sherer, Executive Director of Americans for Safe Access (ASA); and Scarlett Swerdlow, Executive Director of Students for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP).
For a complete schedule of this year's Seattle Hempfest speakers and events, please visit: http://www.seattlehempfest.com
---
 

Hello all,

 

This year's Seattle Hempfest for the first time featured a press conference

and tent.

 

Below is a URL of an interview performed right outside the tent and sent to

the internet almost instantly (via a cell phone) from a donated piece of

communication technology called a Junxion Box.

 

If the good folk at the upcoming Boston Freedom Rally want to perform near

live video uploads to the internet, we can bring the technology to Boston as

well.

 

http://www.youtube.com/?v=CLbFUIiRFls
 

 

Enjoy!

 

-Allen

NORML

 

---

 I have a Myspace profile up for the Seattle Hempfest. Through it, we've gained
speakers, sponsors, vendors and volunteers. It's given me networking

possibilities that I haven't had before, and am in contact with several people

from NORML, ASA, CAN and organizers for other events, including the Missoula

Hempfest, Olympia Hempfest, Jacksonville Hempfest, Food4Music, and others.

Yeah, there's banner ads...no biggee. They seem to tailor them to your

interests, as mine has a banner for a survey up right now (they 

alternate) that

says "Should marijuana be legalized?"

I also don't care that the site is now owned by Rupert Murdoch...if I can

utilize the "opposition's" own tools to help fight for the herb, great! I

haven't been censored in the least, and doubt I will be. Plus, the free aspect

of it is a nice little bonus.

Anyone wants to check it out, here's the url http://www.myspace.com/7322069
-Peace, 

-- 
Kevin Black

Speakers Bureau

Security Director

www.hempfest.org
kevin@hemp.net
 

Dear NORML supporters,
Question: Will there be a MassCANN/NORML Boston Freedom Rally in 2005?
Answer: Yes! But only with the help of NORML supporters and lovers of liberty!
Scheduled for September 17, 2005, the 16th Annual Freedom Rally is in jeopardy because last year's event was rained out by the remnants of Hurricane Ivan.
The rainout put an $18,000 hit on MassCANN/NORML's treasury and left the organization $11,573.35 in debt. MassCANN/NORML needs to raise $5,000 if the Freedom Rally by Labor Day, September, 5th if the annual rally is to happen.
Please make a tax-deductible donation to the NORML Foundation or a donation directly to the good folks at MassCANN/NORML.
Please send a donation right away in support of this great public event held on hallowed American ground, the Boston Commons, the peoples' commons. Think of this request as a 'virtual bucket' being passed around among friends to keep an important and beloved event happening community expanding.
Along with Seattle's Hempfest, the Boston Freedom Rally is an American cannabis law reform institution that has attracted hundreds of thousands of citizens over the years and educating them on their need to be actively involved in cannabis law reform.
Please contribute to our efforts today to make sure that America's oldest cannabis law reform 'protestival' (outside of Washington, DC's annual 'Smoke-in') can continue as a major unifying force in New England for cannabis law reform.
With past Freedom Rally turnouts in Boston in excess of 80,000, this really is an important political and organizing event that cannabis law reform supporters need to support.
There area three ways to contribute:
1) Tax deductible donations can be made for this emergency fundraising effort to the NORML Foundation, https://secure.norml.org/join or call 888-67-NORML. Whether you donate online or over the toll free line, please indicate what your donation is for: 'Boston Freedom Rally'
2) Donations directly to MassCANN/NORML by credit card at:
https://secure.entango.com/donate/amYP25ymCug
This secure transaction will appear on your statement as: "NON PROFIT TRANS 877-3682646 CA"
by PayPal, use hapgood@pobox.com as the donate-to address.
Please notify both the Treasurer, Steve Epstein, at epeggs@aol.com, and the Clerk, Fred Hapgood, at hapgood@pobox.com, of the amount you are donating. You will get confirmations from both the Clerk and the Treasurer.
3) By check or money order payable to MassCANN/NORML to:
P.O. Box 266
Georgetown, MA 01833-0366.
*As a 501(c)(4) non-profit dues and contributions are not tax deductible to MassCANN/NORML.
*Donations to the NORML Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) educational foundation are tax deductible.
Thanks again and please help Boston Freedom Rally continue to survive and thrive. Giving a little goes a long way.
Thanks again and regards,
-Allen St. Pierre
Executive Director
NORML
director@norml.org
 

Legislature Amends Oregon Medical Cannabis Law
Salem: OR: State lawmakers passed legislation last week amending Oregon's six-year-old medical cannabis law. The law, originally passed by 55 percent of state voters in 1998, allows state-authorized patients to possess and grow marijuana medicinally for qualified illnesses.
Changes to the law offer a mixed bag to state-qualified patients. Most substantially, the amendments raise the quantity of cannabis that authorized patients may possess from seven plants (with no more than three mature) and three ounces of cannabis to six mature cannabis plants, 18 immature seedlings, and 24 ounces of usable cannabis. However, those state-qualified patients who possess cannabis in amounts exceeding the new state guidelines will no longer retain the ability to argue an "affirmative defense" of medical necessity at trial. Patients who fail to register with the state, but who possess medical cannabis in amounts compliant with state law, still retain the ability to raise an "affirmative defense" at trial.
Other amendments to Oregon's medical marijuana law redefine "mature plants" to include only those cannabis plants that are more than 12 inches in height and diameter, and establish a state-registry for those authorized to produce medical cannabis to qualified patients.
If signed by the Governor, the changes to the law will take effect January 1, 2006.
For more information, please contact either Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at (202) 483-5500 or Madeline Martinez, Executive Director of Oregon NORML, at (503) 239-6110. Full text of the amended legislation is available online at:
http://www.leg.state.or.us/05reg/measpdf/sb1000.dir/sb1085.en.pdf
 

Body's Cannabinoids Halt Spread Of Colorectal Cancer, Study Says
Bristol, United Kingdom: Administration of the endogenous cannabinoid anandamide inhibits the growth of colorectal carcinoma (CRC) cells, according to clinical trial data published in the August issue of the journal Gut.
Researchers at the University of Bristol School of Medicine reported that the administration of anandamide inhibited the proliferation of CRC cell lines and selectively induced cell death. "These findings suggest [that] anandamide may be a useful chemopreventive/therapeutic agent for colorectal cancer ... and may also be useful in the eradication of tumor cells," authors concluded.
Previous trials have found cannabinoids to selectively induce tumor regression in rodents and in human cells, including the inhibition of lung carcinoma, glioma (brain tumors), lymphoma/leukemia, skin carcinoma, prostate cancer, and breast cancer.
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at (202) 483-5500. Full text of the study, "The endogenous cannabinoid, anandamide, induces cell death in colorectal carcinoma cells," appears in the August issue of the journal Gut.
 

Legal Proceedings Begin Challenging NIDA's Monopoly Of US Cannabis Supply
Washington, DC: Administrative hearings began this week at the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) to determine if the agency improperly denied a request from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst to cultivate cannabis for private, federally approved clinical research.
The application - filed with the DEA in June of 2001 by Lyle Craker, director of the UMass-Amherst Medicinal Plant Program, in association with the Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies (MAPS) - requested a federal license to cultivate cannabis at the University for FDA-approved research. Currently, all federally approved research on marijuana mustutilize cannabis supplied by and grown under contract with the US National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA). The UMass-Amherst proposal sought to provide clinical investigators with an alternative, independent source of cannabis for FDA-approved clinical trials. In recent years, several US researchers have complained that the low quality of NIDA-grown marijuana is insufficient to use in clinical studies evaluating cannabis' therapeutic potential. Others have questioned NIDA's willingness to provide cannabis for clinical protocols seeking to investigate the drug's medical uses. In 2004, the agency's Director Nora Volkow stated that it is "not NIDA's mission to study the medical uses of marijuana."
The DEA rejected Craker's application in December of 2004, stating that the establishment of such a production facility "would not be consistent with public interest."
In testimony this week before DEA Administrative Law Judge Mary Ellen Brittner, legal counsel for the respondents argued that the establishment of the proposed UMass-Amherst cannabis production facility is in the public interest because it would encourage competition in the marketplace and promote technological and scientific advancement in the field of medicine. "The DEA's refusal to permit me to grow marijuana for research necessarily prevents an accurate assessment of this plant's potential medical properties," Craker said.
NORML Board Member Rick Doblin, head of MAPS, testified that the establishment of an independent provider of medical cannabis is necessary in order to conduct the clinical trials required to establish cannabis as an FDA-approved drug. "This lawsuit is really our last hope for trying to take marijuana - whether it's smoked or vaporized - through the FDA regulatory system," he said.
Doblin, who described MAPS as a "non-profit pharmaceutical company," said that his organization's goal was to bring natural cannabis to market as a FDA-approved medicine. MAPS has previously received an "orphan drug" designation from the FDA for marijuana for the treatment of the AIDS wasting syndrome. Orphan drug status is a designation granted by the FDA to facilitate the development of a prescription drug for rare diseases.
Lawyers for the DEA said that they were unaware of complaints regarding the quality and availability of NIDA-grown marijuana.
Testimony in the case will continue the week of September 26, 2005.
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at: (202) 483-5500 or visit: http://www.maps.org
Additional background on the case is available online from the American Civil Liberties Union Drug Litigation Project at: http://www.aclu.org/medicalmarijuana
 

Rising Marijuana Arrests Rates Not Associated With Reduced Marijuana Use, Study Says
Washington, DC: Increased federal spending on marijuana law enforcement has not been associated with a reduction in marijuana use, according to a report released today by the Washington DC think-tank, the Justice Policy Institute (JPI).
The report, entitled "Efficacy and Impact: The Criminal Justice Response to Marijuana Policy in the United States," concludes that marijuana usage in the US has been relatively unaffected by increases in federal anti-drug spending and arrests for marijuana-related violations. For example, the report found that reported marijuana usage rose 22 percent during the 1990s, despite a 127 percent increase in marijuana arrests.
In 2003, the most recent year for which data is available, law enforcement arrested an estimated 755,000 Americans for marijuana violations - the highest total ever recorded in a single year. In 7 out of 10 states, marijuana arrests now comprise over half of all drug arrests, JPI reported. "Despite billions in new spending and hundreds of thousands of new arrests, marijuana use seems unaffected by the huge criminal justice response to this drug," said JPI Executive Director Jason Ziedenberg, who co-authored the report. "As law enforcement focuses on marijuana, a significant number of people are suffering from the impact of policies that do not seem to be deterring drug use."
A previous report published by the NORML Foundation in March concluded that rising marijuana arrest rates have not been associated with a reduction in marijuana use, reduced marijuana availability, a reduction in the number of new marijuana users, reduced treatment admissions, reduced emergency room mentions of marijuana, any reduction in marijuana potency, or any increases in the price of marijuana.
Most recently, an economic report released by the Washington, DC think-tank Taxpayers for Common Sense estimated that the federal government annually spends more than $3.6 billion dollars on anti-marijuana related activities, "yet little evidence indicates this spending accomplishes the government's stated goal of reducing marijuana use." Previous economic reports analyzing the cost of marijuana arrest expenditures at the state and local level have estimated these costs to be between $5 and $7 billion per year.
For more information, please contact either Allen St. Pierre or Paul Armentano of NORML at (202) 483-5500. Full text of the report, "Efficacy and Impact: The Criminal Justice Response to Marijuana Policy in the United States," is available online at: http://www.justicepolicy.org
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A strong whiff of hypocrisy
David Rowan
This morally dubious ban on medicinal cannabis is sentencing patients to a life in agony
 
London Timesonline 

HOW SHAMEFULLY callous is the Government’s policy on medicinal cannabis use? Just ask Pauline Taylor, a former Macmillan nurse who for 20 years has suffered increasingly debilitating pain from multiple sclerosis. Seven months ago the 53-year-old wheelchair user from Durham discovered an unapproved medication which, as she movingly recounts, “has finally given me my legs back”. Too bad for Ms Taylor, then, that her agony-deadening “magic medicine” last week became the latest officially sanctioned target in a renewed legal assault on cannabis-based pain relief. After all, as the Home Office coldly points out, the law must be enforced. 

A number of volunteer networks dedicated to supplying vulnerable patients with medicinal cannabis have attracted unusually close attention from the police. Most recently, it was the turn of Ms Taylor’s suppliers, a five-year-old non-profit group based in Cumbria that enhances home-made chocolate bars with 2 per cent by weight of donated cannabis. Around a hundred “cannachoc” bars have until recently found their way across Britain each week, sent on medical proof that the recipient had MS. 
 
Cumbrian police and the Home Office have known about the operation for years, but only now — 1,600 clients later — have the authorities decided to act. Last week three of those involved were charged with conspiracy to supply a controlled drug, an offence that carries a possible 14-year prison sentence. The timing suggests a pungent whiff of political interference. 
 
Certainly, there remains considerable medical concern about cannabis; pot smoking has been strongly linked with an increased risk of schizophrenia, psychosis, depression and other mental disorders. The British Medical Association insists that raw cannabis is not a “suitable medicinal product”, despite the “anecdotal” claims of its efficacy. Unscientific, personal accounts they may be — yet among Britain's estimated 85,000 MS sufferers, many who in desperation have tried cannabis to relieve their symptoms perceive a clear, life-enhancing benefit. 
 
Even the most coldhearted policy-maker would be moved by some of the tearfully grateful letters received by the chocolate supplier, which calls itself Therapeutic Help from Cannabis for Multiple Sclerosis. “Dear whoever,” writes an elderly woman in Wokingham. “Thank you so much for my first supply of cannachoc. It is wonderful. For the first time in many, many months I do not have ‘jerking’ legs in the evenings and can sit still and watch TV.” 
 
From Essex, an elderly woman says that she can finally get to sleep again, the physical pain having temporarily subsided, “and I don’t feel any high-ness at all”. As Ms Taylor sees it, the Home Office bureaucrats whom she suspects of ordering her supply chain broken have clearly never experienced chronic, total body pain. “I’d like Charles Clarke to have my MS for 24 hours and see how he’d feel,” she says. “He has no goddam right to tell me what I can put into my body.” 
 
The Home Secretary does seem to be on an extraordinarily ill-conceived trip.. The new hard line on suppliers of medicinal cannabis echoes a wider unease within government at last year’s reclassification of the drug by David Blunkett. Before the general election the Prime Minister suggested that cannabis “isn’t quite as harmless as people make out”, and Mr Clarke wrote to the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs demanding that it re-examine the reclassification in view of new health concerns. Could this current assault on medicinal use — backed by a recent Court of Appeal ruling that users have no defence of “necessity” in relieving their pain — be a deliberate attempt to distance Mr Clarke from his predecessor’s more licentious era, when the spliff became as morally tolerable as the impregnation of another man’s wife? 
 
Nothing of the sort, insists the Home Office. Any decision to bring charges is a matter for the Crown Prosecution Service. The CPS, in turn, says it would act only after receiving a file from the police, and that on no account would there be a political decision to prosecute. Because cannabis remains illegal, that decision would rest simply on the quality of evidence and whether it would be “in the public interest”. 
 
Forget passing the joint: this is passing the buck until any logic fades into an embarrassing blur. For all the “public interest” in breaking up these altruistic if unauthorised networks, the practical consequence of prosecution will be simply to send the “clients” — typically elderly, middle-class, otherwise law-abiding citizens — to criminal dealers. Or, alternatively, to lead them to suffer in silence until an “official” cannabis-based medicine is approved for use. Based on recent experience, they could be waiting some time. 
 
This has always been the favoured get-out clause, from the Health Department to the Home Office. Because users of raw cannabis risk addiction and chronic health effects, ministers point out, only a properly tested medical preparation can be allowed. All that is needed is the approval of the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA). 
 
So where is the MHRA’s approval for the most promising cannabis-based medication under development, a mouth spray extensively tested by the British company GW Pharmaceuticals? In April, Canada gave the spray formal approval. It was expected to gain its UK licence long before now — but, well, the MHRA just needs a few more test results before it can be absolutely certain. 
 
Bureaucracies, by their nature, favour delays over decision-making. People, on the other hand, feel the intense, life-shattering pain of disease very much in the here and now. Those unfortunate enough to have MS — or Aids, arthritis and any other severe condition where cannabis may alleviate symptoms — should surely be allowed to bear the risk of side effects and possible long-term damage in exchange for the pain control that cannabis might bring. 
 
Until a legal medicine is made available, how can it make moral sense for the authorities to target the well-intentioned volunteers offering a short-term alternative?
 

August 8, 2005
Dear friend of NORML,

How cool is NORML Advisory Board member Willie Nelson?

The man is everywhere in today№s diverse media!

Please check out NORML№s new tribute page to America№s most famous cannabis

consumer at: http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6616
At the Њtender№ age of 73 years-old Willie Nelson, a living American legend

and icon, once again demonstrates his great cross-cultural appeal, while at

the same time expressing his longtime use and appreciation of cannabis.

In the last few weeks Willie Nelson has done a remarkable amount to help

de-stigmatize the nearly 70 year-old Reefer Madness stereotypes that still

hamper social and legal reforms today:

To wit:

-This past Fourth of July weekend, Willie hosted the first annual Willie

Nelson/NORML Benefit Golf Tournament in Austin and made available 50 VIP

tickets for NORML supporters at his annual ЊFamily№ Concert and Picnic.

Photos from this year№s event are posted at the Willie Њtribute№ page (Do

not miss next year№s Willie/NORML benefit golf/music tournament!);

-Willie invited Keith Stroup and me to be part of the upcoming High Times№

cover shoot and feature interview where he talks bluntly about his life,

ganja, creativity, etcЉ

-Willie recently released his ganja-inspired reggae album, Countryman. Most

notable from my standpoint as NORML№s director, and from a cultural point of

view, is the incredible cannabis-centric marketing of the album. You must

check out the Њflash№ animation embedded on the ЊCountryman№ album icon at:

http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6616
<http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6616>
-This week, a movie that Willie is a featured guest star, The Dukes of

Hazard, is number one at the box office. In actively promoting the movie on

TV, Willie has plugged as much for cannabis as he has for the movie. Who

else in Hollywood could pull that off? Also, currently the Country Music

Channel and Public Broadcasting both have fascinating and revealing

biographies of Willie№s life. Including, per usual, Willie№s upfront

interests in cannabis smoking and hemp as an alternative to fossil fuels.

Ask yourselves how much faster cannabis legalization would occur if more

American celebrities (and athletes, politicians and businesspersons) were as

honest and truthful as Willie Nelson?

On behalf of NORML№s membership, Board of Directors, chapters and staff, I

thank Willie for being such a good friend to NORML, the common person and

freedom.

With warmest regards,

Allen St. Pierre

Executive Director

Member, Board of Directors

NORML

director@norml.org <mailto:director@norml.org>
202-483-5500

p.s.

Honors go to Willie№s promotional team for the best Њdownload bar№ on the

web! Again, check out the Њflash№ animation embedded on the ЊCountryman№

album icon at:

http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6616
 

Willie Nelson helps fund stem cell research at UT-Southwestern (Austin)

The Daily Texan - University 

Issue: 6/20/05 




UTSW adds Willie Nelson professorship
By Paul Wentzell 


Austin country music icon Willie Nelson is back in the spotlight, this time for his contributions to stem cell research.

The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas is planning the inception of the Annie and Willie Nelson Professorship in Stem Cell Research, according to a statement released by the University last week.

"That's a nice thing," Nelson said Tuesday. "I think everybody should do what they can to call more attention to that."

Nelson and his wife received the honor after a benefit concert held March 4 in Grand Prairie, where Nelson performed with fellow Texan artists Los Lonely Boys in an effort that raised about $250,000 for the stem cell program, Kern Wildenthal, president of UT Southwestern said in a statement.

Eric Olson, chair of UT Southwestern's molecular biology department, was selected to be the first Nelson Professorship recipient. As a guitar player and long-time admirer of Willie Nelson, Olson said that it "makes it such a special honor to be linked to [Willie] in this way." 

Olson described the evolution of UT Southwestern's cooperation with the Nelsons.

"When an opportunity arose to meet with Annie Nelson, we described to her the power and potential of stem cell research and the plans for our new program. Willie was extremely generous in dedicating his time and talent to raising funds for our program," said Olson. 

Olson said he was pleased with the recognition the program has received because of the Nelsons contribution. 

"The Nelsons' generosity has brought attention to the importance of stem cell research in general and our program in particular."

The year-old program is not currently researching controversial embryonic stem cells; instead, the program focuses on mouse stem cells to learn more about stem cells and "how their properties can be exploited to treat human diseases," Olson said.

"Our goals are to understand how stem cells work and to eventually use that knowledge to develop new approaches to repair and regenerate tissues and organs," he said.

The announcement of the Nelson Professorship came not long after the abandonment of a proposed bill to name a portion of the Texas 130 turnpike in honor of Nelson. 
 
Eric N. Olson, Ph.D.
Member of the Stowers Institute Scientific Advisory Board

     Dr. Olson was elected to the National Academy of Sciences in 2000 for his integrated use of biochemical, genetic, and molecular biological methods to resolve how tissues are determined and differentiated in multicellular organisms. His research unveiled a compelling description of how myogenic and cardiogenic transcription factors control organogenesis of skeletal muscle and heart tissues in fruit flies and laboratory mice.

     Dr. Olson's laboratory focuses on the gene regulatory proteins and signaling molecules that control cardiac muscle development and also play an important role in remodeling the adult heart during pathologic cardiac enlargement and heart failure. By deciphering the mechanisms that regulate cardiac development and gene expression in model organisms, Dr. Olson seeks insights into the molecular pathologies underlying congenital and acquired heart disease in humans. 

     Dr. Olson, who joined the Stowers Institute Scientific Advisory Board in 2000, received a BA degree in biology and chemistry from Wake Forest University and a Ph.D. in biochemistry from Wake Forest University Medical School. He currently chairs the Department of Molecular Biology at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, serves as director of the Hamon Center for Basic Research in Cancer, and holds the Robert A. Welch Distinguished Chair in Basic Cancer Research and the Annie and Willie Nelson Professorship in Stem Cell Research.
---
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Is Pot the New Gay?

Seems like it, but, 'Weeds' and Bill Maher aside, marijuana is hardly a safe

gag

~ By MICK FARREN ~

 

I hate to advocate drugs, alcohol, violence, or insanity to anyone, but

they've always worked for me. -Hunter S. Thompson

 

After five glorious years, Queer as Folk has hung up its dancing shoes with

a dark final season that included a stampede to monogamy, a disco bomb

attack, and Jewish lesbian lawyer Melanie and her WASP girlfriend, Lindsay,

planning to escape to Canada before the Christian Right holocaust. What rose

in optimism, and the wicked novelty of an all-gay comedy/soap with soft-porn

interludes, falls in deep anxiety. A bellwether of the times? QAF was

conceived under Bill Clinton, but its five seasons aired while Karl Rove

demonized homosexuals and Rick Santorum was allowed to run loose.

 

The QAF time slot goes to dreary lesbian soap The L Word, but the big

promotional bucks are behind Weeds, the Showtime comedy in which

heterosexual suburbanites discover marijuana may be the cure for what ails

them. Maybe it's just an accident of programming, but this perceived shift

from queer to dope looks a lot like a deliberate switch in the risquй topic

du jour, and pot is being turned into the new gay.

 

Just a few days ago, Craig Ferguson and Method Man spent almost an entire

segment of The Late Late Show giggling about "glaucoma prevention"; Bill

Maher, in his new HBO stand-up special, I'm Swiss, again cops to being a

chronic pothead; and even the venerable David Letterman now and again courts

the stoner demographic with invisible-joint gestures to the band. While the

continuing assault on indecency renders sex problematic, reefer provides an

acceptable substitute. The apparent attitude - with the single exception of

Maher, who is still mad as hell at the War on Drugs - has become one of

"what's the harm, pot's nearly legal anyway."

 

The problem is that marijuana is far from nearly legal. Hundreds of

thousands of poor bastards are doing time for owning, selling, or growing

dope. Tommy Chong was released from federal jail a little over a year ago,

after being victimized by the Ashcroft Justice Department - and that was

just for "conspiring to sell paraphernalia." Weeds, while coming up with the

gags, is highly disingenuous about the Californian legal status of its core

subject. In one episode, a lawyer explains that being busted with less than

an ounce is only an infraction, but fails to mention how, for possession of

a just a joint, you can, under the wrong circumstances, spend 72 hours in

some lousy lockup, lose your driver's license, and have a damning drug

arrest on your record. In another episode, Mary-Louise Parker's character

visits a medical marijuana buyers' club where all is sweetness and baked

goods, with no mention of the DEA, jailed cancer patients, or how the Feds

are still all over states that have legalized medicinal pot.

 

That the National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign should mount a national

what-about-the-children? print-ad blitz in the week Weeds premiered may also

be a coincidence, but I ain't holding my breath. Parents are urged to go to

the group's website, where they can find grim pseudo-science: "longitudinal

research among young people below college age indicates [users] have lower

achievement, more delinquent behavior and aggression, greater

rebelliousness, poorer relationships with parents, and more associations

with delinquent and drug-using friends."

 

I agree with NYADMC that it's probably a bad idea for kids to start smoking

dope before they can read, write, and calculate poker odds, but I must point

out to these overprotected parents, who need so many laws to help raise

their wretched offspring, that it ain't just the blunt that's to blame. Look

for broader societal causation, neighbors. The Anti-Drug site claims

"research shows that kids who smoke marijuana engage in risky behavior that

can jeopardize their futures, like having sex, getting in trouble with the

law, or losing scholarship money." Hell, mom & pop, back in the day I did

all of those at least two years before my first joint, on nothing but James

Dean movies and Eddie Cochran songs.

 

Mick Farren blogs at Doc40.blogspot.com.
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http://www.seattleweekly.com/features/0533/050817_drugs_granny.php
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HEMPFEST

This year's theme is education, as expressed in the marijuana-

legalization festival's catchy new slogan: "Don't just burn it, learn

it!" An estimated 150,000 will be doing just that at Myrtle Edwards

Park, where City Council member Nick Licata, NORML head Allen St.

Pierre, and state Sen. Jeanne Kohl-Wells are scheduled to speak.

There'll also be plenty of info on industrial hemp and lots of semi-

covert toking. Pier 70, www.seattlehempfest.com. Free. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sat., Aug. 20-Sun., Aug. 21.

 

 

 

Without even meaning to, a distinguished Seattle grandmother recently

joined a select group that includes Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, film

director Louis Malle, former Georgia state Sen. Ralph David Abernathy

III, Portland Trail Blazer Damon Stoudamire, Sacramento Kings forward

Chris Webber, Montel Williams, Dennis Hopper, a prominent Baltimore

narcotics prosecutor, a Seattle-area church worker doing good deeds

in Mexico, and the singers Whitney Houston and Dionne Warwick (also a

grandmother). She got nabbed with a personal stash at an airport.

 

The Seattle grandma, who chooses to remain anonymous, had packed

hurriedly for a plane trip, grabbing a purse she hadn't used in a

long time. At Sea-Tac Airport, she recalls, "My handbag was searched

by airport security and a small amount of pot‹maybe two tablespoons

in a little plastic bag‹was found, along with a pipe." She had

utterly forgotten it was there. The visually conspicuous pipe may

have increased her risk. Another Seattleite, an absentminded writer,

reports that on his recent jaunt through Sea-Tac, he put his suitcase

through the X-ray machine, flew off, unpacked at his hotel, and

discovered a pot baggie, sans pipe, that airport security had

overlooked and he'd forgotten in a suitcase pocket. Maybe marijuana

really does impair memory.

 

The cops determined that Grandma had no outstanding warrants and

asked if she had a prescription. "I replied, 'Not on me,' and no

further questions were asked." When she got her hearing notice from

Burien District Court eight months later, she naively considered just

pleading guilty and accepting her slap on the wrist. When she found

out conviction of possession means a mandatory night in jail, she

lawyered up. "He sent me to a doctor for a prescription [technically,

a doctor's authorization‹pot prescriptions do not exist], since I

have chronic pain from a back condition. No, the doc didn't backdate

it, but the lawyer said the prosecutor might be willing to make a

better deal if I had one."

 

Are doctor's orders really crucial in such cases? "That's something

that'll be taken into consideration," confirms Port of Seattle Chief

of Police Tim Kimsey. "We're not out hunting for anything in

particular other than the terrorists." Says noted marijuana-case

attorney Jeff Steinborn, "If you're an authorized marijuana user,

prosecutors have been quite reasonable about that at the airport."

Still, the Seattle grandma had to pay a $300 fine and $435 in court

costs and attend a one-day drug/booze education class. "Most of my

fellow 'students' were under 25," she says. They dubbed her "Pot

Granny," and envied her quasi-right, under Washington law, to possess

"up to a two-month supply of pot for medicinal purposes, the standard

'dose' being an ounce a week‹much more than I smoke in two months!"

During class recesses, "I was surrounded by people asking where and

how to get a prescription and told them it might fly in Washington

courts but was totally useless outside the state."

 

In fact, pot enforcement varies frighteningly within the state‹and

county, and city. "In a perfect world, everybody's treated the same

every time," says King County Sheriff's Office spokesperson John

Urquhart. "The attitude might be different in certain parts of rural

King County than in liberal Seattle." Hempfest (Saturday, Aug. 20​

Sunday, Aug. 21, at Myrtle Edwards Park) may be the safest place to

possess pot‹though it's not fully safe, and idiots who buy, sell, or

flaunt pot in a cop's face there are in major danger.

 

Steinborn says the pothead's risk goes like this, in descending

order: Thurston County, Sea-Tac, and Hempfest. "One cop said to me,

'I thought I smelled pot there, but my eyes are getting old, I just

don't see it anymore,'" says Steinborn. "They don't send out the

Nazis to Hempfest," he says. "They send their good cops. I've seen

cops stuff [contributions] into donation boxes at Hempfest, you

betcha. They're there to serve and protect, not protect us from the

giggles and the munchies."

 

Not so in the deep, dark south. "You go down to Thurston County, and

you think you're representing nuclear terrorists!" says Steinborn. He

claims Thurston deputies "run amok prosecuting two-bit pot cases."

 

As for Hempfest and Sea-Tac, the same Port of Seattle police force

works on both. At the airport, the problem is not that the cops are

all satanic clones of John Ashcroft but that technology forces their

hand. "Searching of bags is much more intense than it was before, and

they've got better-quality machines," says Chief Kimsey. "Plastic

explosives show up as an organic substance. So a bag of marijuana may

look the same. The chances of somebody looking at that are greater."

And people remain forgetful, or just plain stupid. "We had a lady who

wanted to carry a chain saw full of gas onto the airplane," says

Kimsey. It was a present for her son in Alaska. "You'd think this

long after 9/11 people would remember‹gee, I shouldn't bring that to

the airport."

 

Though one respects the tough position of the cop in a terrorism era,

it is appalling that Americans have ceded so much power to individual

officers' discretion. In 2003, Grateful Dead lyricist and Harvard Law

fellow John Perry Barlow, known as "the Thomas Jefferson of

cyberspace," was busted at San Francisco Airport with doc-approved

pot, and he's fighting his case in the courts. "It would be great if

all [the authorities] were trying to do was protect the public

interest," says Barlow. "And I'm sure that they believe they are.

It's up to us to explain to them why they're wrong about this

strategy." We'll keep you posted on Barlow's progress in

disentangling the drug war's slimy tentacles from the War on Terror.

 

Seattle's Pot Granny plans to be more pragmatic. She paid her debt to

Burien society, and if she manages not to break the law for six more

months, the record of her misdemeanor will be expunged. The lessons

she's learned won't be. "My lawyer suggested that I photocopy the

'prescription' and keep one copy with me at all times, one in my car

and one in my house." Don't leave home without it! Or you might find

yourself with some scary new roommates.

 

-end-

---
 

http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050817/SPECIAL03/508170
472/1006/NEWS01
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Will higgins

Artist carves niche for himself at fairgrounds

 

 

Tony Compton, who comes from Paragon, has been at the Indiana State Fair all

day, every day creating art.

 

He uses a chainsaw to turn logs into sculptures. Most logs become bears. He

has also made eagles, cobras and birds but finds that most people who buy

chainsaw sculpture want bears.

 

He doesn't know why, but he accommodates. On Tuesday he started to turn a

6-foot log into a bear holding a fish. He fired up his chainsaw, and

immediately a crowd of about a dozen people gathered around, just like he'd

said they would.

 

Compton is 48 and burly. He wore overalls and no shirt Tuesday. He doesn't

mark where he'll cut. He just digs in with the chainsaw.

 

He seems to tune out his audience. "I go into carving mode and just . . .

carve," he says.

 

"That Stihl is nice," said onlooker Richard White, Crawfordsville, referring

to the brand of chainsaw Compton uses. "I've got one at home, and it's hard

to beat, I don't care what anybody says."

 

Compton liked art in high school but never studied it seriously. Three years

ago, he had an epiphany: He saw a piece of chainsaw art, a mushroom, and

figured he could do that. He had a tree-trimming business and a firewood

business, so he was handy with a chainsaw. He went out and made his own

mushroom the very next day.

 

He has done well enough in his brief art career that he recently retired

from his firewood and tree-trimming businesses to focus exclusively on his

sculptures, which sell at prices from $100 to several thousand dollars.

 

Smoke signals

 

The variety of offerings inside the fairgrounds' Exposition Hall is

staggering. Among the items touted in the scores of booths: sunrooms, John

Deere hats, a "recoiling water hose," Vincennes University and weed.

 

Yes, marijuana. That booth is manned by the Indiana chapter of the National

Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws, or NORML.

 

"At the fair we're emphasizing hemp oil," said Steve Dillon, an Indianapolis

attorney who is president of the national NORML organization and a longtime

champion of legalization. Hemp oil is a derivative of the hemp plant,

currently illegal to grow in the United States.

 

Dillon reasons that if farmers were permitted to grow hemp, two good things

could come from it: The farmers could make money, and the nation could

reduce its dependence on foreign oil.

 

That sounds universally pleasant. But Dillon didn't shy from NORML's chief

task: to make it legal to smoke pot. Brochures that lead off with "It's time

to stop arresting responsible marijuana smokers" were right up front.

 

A clean sweep

 

Felisha Thomas, who makes $7 an hour as a janitor at the fair, says she is

struck by how tidy people are these days. She worked the fair for several

years in the late 1990s, and back then she was always picking up someone's

trash.

 

"Back then there was way more work to do," she said Tuesday as she searched

the fairgrounds' Main Street for something, anything, to pick up.

 

Call Star reporter Will Higgins at (317) 444-6043.

 



























































































