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your National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws 

	NORML Unveils 2005 "Truth Report"

	Comprehensive Report Refutes White House's Top Marijuana Myths

Washington, DC: Government claims regarding cannabis are misleading, exaggerated, and undermine the administration's ability to effectively educate the public on the issues of illicit drugs and drug policy, concludes a comprehensive report issued today by The NORML Foundation.

The report, entitled "The 2005 NORML Truth Report: Your Government Is Lying To You (Again) About Marijuana," is a detailed analysis and refutation of the White House's more prominent allegations regarding marijuana and marijuana policy.

Among the government's claims examined in NORML's extensive report:

* "Nationwide, no drug matches the threat posed by marijuana."

* "The addiction to marijuana by our youth exceeds their addiction rates for alcohol ... and all other drugs combined."

<continued on page 3 >
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Feds Spend Nearly $4 Billion Annually On Failed Pot Policy, Economics Report Says

Washington, DC: Federal spending on marijuana-related activities - primarily enforcing criminal policies prohibiting the drug's use - cost taxpayers nearly $4 billion annually, but fail to influence the public's use or perception of the drug, according to an economic report released by the non-partisan Washington, DC think-tank Taxpayers for Common Sense. "Annual federal marijuana spending is at least $3.67 billion [per year,] yet little evidence indicates this spending accomplishes the government's stated goal of reducing marijuana use," concludes the report.

Of this total cost, the federal government spends $1.43 billion enforcing marijuana prohibition, $1.11 billion for marijuana use prevention (which includes funding for anti-drug media campaigns and school-based drug testing programs), $0.37 billion for marijuana treatment (which includes federal subsidies 
<continued on page 3 >
	____________________________________________

 Domestic Pot Production Up, Cannabis Not Linked To Violence, Federal Report Says

Washington, DC: Domestic cultivation of cannabis is rising and is responsible for the majority of marijuana available in the United States, according to the National Drug Intelligence Center's (NDIC) latest "National Drug Threat Assessment" report.

The report states that domestic pot production levels are increasing and now range from 6,000 to 19,000 metric tons annually. Accordingly, the report notes that 98 percent of state and local law enforcement agencies describe the availability of marijuana in their area as "high or moderate."

Overall, the report estimates that anywhere from 12,000 to 25,000 metric tons of marijuana is available in the United States, up from previous estimates of 10,000 to 24,000 metric tons. Mexico remains the largest producer of cannabis imported into the US, followed by Canada, Colombia, and Jamaica, authors note.

The NDIC report also finds that few state and local law

<continued on page 3 >
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The NORML Monthly Newsletter is an all-volunteer effort to broadcast news, announcements and information about and for the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws.
It is composed of the weekly NORML e-Zine available online at:

http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=3442

For content issues contact:
National NORML

1001 Connecticut Ave NW, #1010, 

Washington, DC, 20009 

 (202) 483-5500 

or visit their site at 

www.norml.org  

___________________________

The NORML News Report is produced by the Librarians of OpdxNwoL - the Olde pdxNORML Website and Online Library for NORML Members, Affiliates and Interested Parties.

To get printed copies or help setting up your own contact them.

E-mail:

librarian@pdxnorml.org

Check ‘em out!  Visit and download from:

pdxnorml.org/news/NL


	A Voice for Responsible Marijuana Smokers
Since its founding in 1970, NORML has provided a voice in the public policy debate for those Americans who oppose marijuana prohibition and favor an end to the practice of arresting marijuana smokers. A nonprofit public-interest advocacy group, NORML represents the interests of the tens of millions of Americans who smoke marijuana responsibly.
During the 1970s, NORML led the successful efforts to decriminalize minor marijuana offenses in 11 states and significantly lower marijuana penalties in all others.
Today NORML continues to lead the fight to reform state and federal marijuana laws, whether by voter initiative or through the elected legislatures. NORML serves as an informational resource to the national media on marijuana-related stories, providing a perspective to offset the anti-marijuana propaganda from the government; lobbies state and federal legislators in support of reform legislation; publishes a regular newsletter; hosts, along with the NORML Foundation, an informative web site and an annual conference; and serves as the umbrella group for a national network of citizen-activists committed to ending marijuana prohibition and legalizing marijuana.
Their sister organization, the NORML Foundation sponsors public advertising campaigns to better educate the public about marijuana and alternatives to current marijuana policy; provides legal assistance and support to victims of the current laws; and undertakes relevant research. 
The oldest and largest marijuana legalization organization in the country, NORML maintains a professional staff in Washington, DC, and a network of volunteer state and local NORML Chapters across the country.  Check ‘em out!

NORML's mission is to move public opinion sufficiently to achieve the repeal of marijuana prohibition so that the responsible use of cannabis by adults is no longer subject to penalty.

When marijuana is enjoyed responsibly, subjecting users to harsh criminal and civil penalties provides no public benefit and causes terrible injustices. For reasons of public safety, public health, economics and justice, the prohibition laws should be repealed to the extent that they criminalize responsible marijuana use. 
NORML supports the right of adults to use marijuana responsibly, whether for medical or personal purposes. All penalties, both civil and criminal, should be eliminated for responsible use. NORML also supports the legalization of hemp (non-psychoactive marijuana) for industrial use.  To find out more, like how you can help, call, write or visit their website.  You’ll be glad you did!
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NORML Launches Cash Prize Video Blog Contest
Washington, DC: Educate the public on the failure of cannabis prohibition and compete for up to $5,000 in cash prizes in NORML's first-ever Video Blog contest.
NORML is seeking original video content highlighting the need to reform America's cannabis laws. Contest submissions will be showcased in coming weeks on NORML's Video Blog, with monthly winners awarded cash prizes.
Further details regarding contest rules and submissions are available at: http://normltv.blogspot.com
NORML's Video Blog contest is sponsored in conjunction with the communication technology companies YOUTUBE.com and VEOH.com.
"NORML believes that the Internet's emerging peer-to-peer communication technology offers the organization a unique and effective way to build community and mobilize the tens of millions of US cannabis consumers to demand that the government stop arresting responsible marijuana smokers," NORML Executive Director Allen St. Pierre said. "We are thrilled to launch this first-ever Video Blog contest and to be able showcase the talents and visions of the cannabis community as part of our long-standing efforts to end cannabis prohibition."
For more information, please contact Allen St. Pierre, NORML Executive Director, or Jack Olmstead, NORML Video Blog Coordinator.
 

Medical Cannabis Reduces Patients' Reliance On Other Medications, Study Says
Sydney, Australia: More than half of Australians who use cannabis medicinally use it to treat symptoms of chronic pain and depression, and more than 60 percent report that it has led to a decrease in their use of standard pharmaceuticals, according to survey data published in the October issue of the Harm Reduction Journal.
One hundred and twenty-eight Australians with a long-term history of medical cannabis use participated in the survey, performed by the University of South Wales' National Drug and Alcohol Research Center. "[R]egular medical cannabis use was frequently reported for multiple medical conditions including chronic pain (57 percent), depression (56 percent), arthritis (35 percent), persistent nausea (27 percent) and weight loss (26 percent)," authors found. "Cannabis was perceived to provide 'great relief' overall (86 percent), and substantial relief of specific symptoms such as pain, nausea and insomnia. It was also typically perceived as superior to other medications in terms of undesirable effects, and the extent of relief provided."
Researchers further noted: "Almost two-thirds (62 percent) of respondents claimed they decreased or discontinued their use of other medicines when they started using cannabis medicinally. ... For some people this was a substantial change, representing a shift away from chronic, high-dose medication use."
Participants in the survey ranged from 24 to 88 years old, with more than half reporting having used cannabis medically for at least six years. Ten percent of respondents reported that they used cannabis on the recommendation of their physician.
Overall, respondents considered cannabis inhalation to be the most "helpful" route of administration for symptom relief, though many expressed concerns regarding the potential health effects of smoking.
"Consistent with users elsewhere, ... Australian medical cannabis users ... claim moderate to substantial benefits from [the drug's] use in the management of their medical condition ... [and] show strong interest in clinical cannabis research, including the investigation of alternative delivery methods," authors concluded.
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at (202) 483-5500. Full text of the study, "Survey of Australians using cannabis for medical purposes," is available online at:
http://www.harmreductionjournal.com/
 

Cannabis Now Top Canadian Cash Crop
Ottawa, Ontario: Cannabis has surpassed wheat as Canada's most lucrative agricultural crop, Bloomberg News Wire reported last week. The report estimated Canada's illicit cannabis market to be worth $8.5 billion annually, approximately three times the size of Canada's largest legal crop.
"Only by enacting a system whereby cannabis is taxed and regulated in a manner similar to alcohol can Canada begin to capitalize on the revenue generated by this booming multi-billion dollar underground economy," NORML Executive Director Allen St. Pierre said.
Last year, a report published by the Vancouver-based economic think-tank The Fraser Institute estimated that taxing cannabis would generate $2 billion per year in federal revenues.
More recently, a US economic analysis estimated that legalizing cannabis would yield $6.2 billion in annual revenue if it were taxed at rates comparable to those imposed upon alcohol and tobacco.
A previous report by the NORML Foundation estimated the annual value of the US cannabis retail market at $25 billion.
For more information, please contact Allen St. Pierre, NORML Executive Director, at (202) 483-5500.
 

Citywide Cannabis Initiatives To Be Voted On Next Month
Denver, CO: Voters in a pair of Colorado cities as well as two Michigan suburbs will decide next month on four municipal initiatives aimed at liberalizing their area's local cannabis laws.
In Denver, residents will vote on I-100: the Alcohol-Marijuana Equalization Initiative. Sponsored by SAFER (Safer Alternative For Enjoyable Recreation), I-100 seeks "to have the private adult use and possession of marijuana treated in the same manner as the private adult use and possession of alcohol." If passed by Denver voters, the initiative would eliminate all local civil and criminal penalties for the possession of up to one ounce of marijuana by those age 21 and over. For more information about Denver's initiative, visit: http://www.saferchoice.org/
Telluride, Colorado voters will decide on Question 200, which seeks to make "the investigation, arrest, and prosecution of marijuana offenses ... the town's lowest law enforcement priority." The proposal further adds, "If the adult use of marijuana is ever recognized as lawful under Colorado law, the town of Telluride shall support the creation of a system to license, tax and regulate marijuana for adult use as soon as possible." In recent years, voters have passed similar deprioritization initiatives in Oakland, California; Columbia, Missouri; and Seattle, Washington. More information on Question 200 is available online at: http://www.sensiblecolorado.org
Voters in Ferndale, Michigan will decide next month on Proposal D, which seeks to "exempt" patients from local criminal penalties if they use medical cannabis under a physician's supervision. Last year, voters in Detroit and Ann Arbor overwhelmingly approved similar proposals. For more information on Proposal D, visit: http://www.ferndalecares.org
Lastly, Traverse City voters will decide on a measure to require police to make the prosecution of medical cannabis patients the town's "lowest law enforcement priority." A recent poll of Michigan voters found that more than 60 percent favor legalizing medical cannabis.
For more information, please contact Allen St. Pierre, NORML Executive Director, or Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at (202) 483-5500. A detailed analysis of this November's pending marijuana initiatives is available online at:
http://www.hightimes.com/ht/legal/content.php?bid=343&aid=5
 

Endocannabinoid System May Play Role In Maintaining Body's Homeostasis
Colorado Springs, CO: The endocannabinoid system appears to play a major role in maintaining homeostasis (metabolic equilibrium) in humans and other living organisms, according to a review published in the September issue of the Harm Reduction Journal. Endocannabinoids are chemicals produced naturally in humans and animals that bind to the same receptors as do plant-derived cannabinoids such as THC.
"Endocannabinoids protect [living organisms] by fine-tuning and regulating dynamic biochemical steady states within the ranges required for healthy biological function, [and...] counteract[ing] biochemical imbalances that are characteristic of numerous damaged or diseased states, in particular those associated with aging," according to the review.
Biological functions regulated by endocannabinoids include appetite, body temperature, blood pressure, reproductive activity, learning capacity, and motor coordination.
A separate study published in the current issue of the Harm Reduction Journal speculates that cannabis smoke may be less carcinogenic than tobacco smoke because cannabinoids possess anti-cancer properties.
An epidemiological review published this past summer in the journal Alcohol concluded that the moderate use of cannabis is not associated with an increased risk of tobacco-related cancers, such as lung or colorectal cancer. A 1999 review by the National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine found "no conclusive evidence that marijuana causes cancer in humans, including cancers usually related to tobacco use."
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at (202) 483-5500. Full text of both studies are available on the Harm Reduction Journal website at: http://www.harmreductionjournal.com/home/
 

Saliva Tests Not Sensitive To Cannabis
Bern, Switzerland: Onsite oral fluid testing technology remains unreliable for detecting the presence of cannabis in motorists, according to a study published in the October issue of the Journal of Analytical Toxicology.
Swiss police administered oral drug screens to 61 motorists at random checkpoints. Only one of the subjects tested positive for cannabis following saliva testing. However, GC-MS confirmation testing revealed that 18 subjects actually had cannabis in their systems, including one subject who admitted to having smoked marijuana in the previous hour. "Although oral fluid appears as a promising specimen for large epidemiological studies, the market lacks suitable onsite devices for cannabis," the study concluded.
To date, roadside oral fluid testing has only been implemented in Victoria, Australia, where critics have charged that the test is often inaccurate. However, large-scale pilot programs regarding the use of roadside oral screening to test motorists for controlled substances are expected to begin shortly in both Europe and the United States.
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at (202) 483-5500.
 

Marijuana Arrests For Year 2004: 771,608, Record High; FBI Report Reveals
Pot Smokers Arrested In America At A Rate Of One Every 41 Seconds
Washington, DC: Police arrested an estimated 771,608 persons for marijuana violations in 2004, according to the Federal Bureau of Investigation's annual Uniform Crime Report, released today. The total is the highest ever recorded by the FBI, and comprised 44.2 percent of all drug arrests in the United States.
"These numbers belie the myth that police do not target and arrest minor marijuana offenders," said NORML Executive Director Allen St. Pierre, who noted that at current rates, a marijuana smoker is arrested every 41 seconds in America. "This effort is a tremendous waste of criminal justice resources that diverts law enforcement personnel away from focusing on serious and violent crime, including the war on terrorism."
Of those charged with marijuana violations, 89 percent - some 684,319 Americans - were charged with possession only. The remaining 87,289 individuals were charged with "sale/manufacture," a category that includes all cultivation offenses - even those where the marijuana was being grown for personal or medical use. In past years, approximately 30 percent of those arrested were age 19 or younger.
"Present policies have done little if anything to decrease marijuana's availability or dissuade youth from trying it," St. Pierre said, noting that a majority of young people in the U.S. now report that they have easier access to pot than alcohol or tobacco.
The total number of marijuana arrests in the U.S. for 2004 far exceeded the total number of arrests in the U.S. for all violent crimes combined, including murder, manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery and aggravated assault.
Marijuana arrests have more than doubled since 1993.
"Arresting adults who smoke marijuana responsibly needlessly destroys the lives of tens of thousands of otherwise law abiding citizens each year," St. Pierre said, adding that over 8 million Americans have been arrested on marijuana charges in the past decade. During this same time, arrests for cocaine and heroin have declined sharply, indicating that increased enforcement of marijuana laws is being achieved at the expense of enforcing laws against the possession and trafficking of more dangerous drugs.
St. Pierre concluded that "with nearly 17 million citizens arrested on marijuana-related charges since 1965, is now not the time for the state and federal governments to finally consider legally controlling marijuana via taxation? Is not such a public policy preferable to the current one where government arrests an extraordinary amount of citizens for an adult behavior that is not deviant, or, for that matter, dissimilar than consuming products that contain alcohol?"
YEAR       MARIJUANA ARRESTS
2004       771,608 
2003       755,187
2002       697,082
2001       723,627
2000       734,498
1999       704,812
1998       682,885
1997       695,200
1996       641,642
1995       588,963
1994       499,122
1993       380,689
For more information, please contact NORML's Executive Director Allen St. Pierre, at (202) 483-5500. To view NORML's latest and most comprehensive report and analysis of marijuana arrests in the United States, visit:
http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6411
With arrest numbers rising for marijuana consumers, citizens need to know what the penalties are in their state NORML has created a one-stop-shop for citizens wanting marijuana penalty info at:
http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=4516
Marijuana laws can not reform themselves, and certainly not without caring citizens getting involved. Please join and support NORML's long standing reform efforts by visiting:
http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=3443
 



























































































