YOUR CANMNABIS LAW REFORM

INFORMATION & OUTREACH NEWSLETTER

tCL_ARTOIN

""TCALLING FOR AN END TO CANNABIS PROHIBITION'

ALERT ! Stop HB2939

What is HB2939? House Bill 2939is a legidative
item concerning medicd cannabis that is currently making
it's way through the Oregon state pdlitical process It was
introduced / sponsored by Representative Kruse at the
request of the Narcotics Enforcement Asciation (ak.a,
the "police") and the OMM P office - the Oregon medicd
Marijuana Program, part of the Oregon Hedth Dept.

Contact al committee members and tell them that -thisis
an attack on peoples hedth and lives. Inform them they
must terminate this legidation and to do otherwise would
be an outrageous insult to the 4700 registrants.

HB2939 has passd the house, is in the Senate and is going to
Senator Morrisette's Hedth Policy Committee onsisting of
Senator Bill Morrisette, Chair; Senator Bill Fisher, Vice-Chair;
Senator John Minnis; Senator Frank Shields, Senator Charles
Starr; and Senator Vicki Walker. Contad information is at:
http://www.leg.state.or.us/senate/senateset.ntm. In theory,
this bill will only get a heaing if the chair wishes. We suggest
youcaefully read HB 2939 if you have not done so
http://pub.das.state.or.us/LEG_BILLS/PDFs/AEHB2939.pdf.
Most OMMA supparters suggest we mntad Senator Morrisette
and ask him to stop this hill .

If we wish to stop HB 2939 ASAP, we not only need to contad
the Senators (particularly Senator Morrisette) but we dso nedl
to lobhy any of the bill s orsors and supparters.

We have atached some comments regarding these dhanges to
OMMA (the Oregon Medicd Marijuana Act), and suggest that
you read the complete text of the bill and take adion. Some
observers ®eit as composed of some very bad things, a few
ugly things and a few “deck chair arranging’ items. In the
opinions of leaned insiders, the very bad things and some of the
ugly things come from “the mps’ and everything else is from
the manager of the OMMP. It has been recommended that the
best thing is to just get rid of it and address any legitimate
concerns through other means.

This bill seems designed to limit accessto Medicd Marijuana.
Further, after a even a quick readingit is clea this bill i s going
to wrek havoc on many in the program without — (1)
acounting for the mst -or- (2) having a goodreason.

PLEASE, please, if you have been helped by the OMMA
program, or you just want to fight government waste, then do
your share to help against this unwarranted attack on the
program. Ask othersto help. Try to get as many supparters to
cdl, write and fax as possble. Kee your fingers crossed this
won't get passed - but not until after you click, click ... dial, dial.

Here ae some of the changes that are being planned and a few
thoughts on them. Many thanks to the watchdogs keeping an eye on
the legidature. Visit Oregon NORML’s Legidative web page &:
<www.ornorml.org> for more analysis and talking points.

1. Consider the Source. A proposed requirement for "patient
educaion classes'. This bails down to a statement to be signed by
the patient (and caregivers?) that they have read & understand the
legal requirements for the medicd use of marijuana.

Comments. Ugly. Sounds like another excuse for authority to say
who is qualified and can be in the program (and free of hassle by
said authority). Also, more expenses for the Program, as it must
supply written materials (and kegp them updated) for the patients in
excess of what they already send aut. Further, who is the source?
We want the program to work, “they” want to shut it down. The
pdlicy of the pdlice is that cannabis has no medicd value and the
OHD remains willfully ignorant of needs of the people axd the
purpase of the program. Can we separate the medicd & hedth-care
aspeds from prison-industry oriented solutions and bureaucratic
empire building? If not, then let's not do this. Educdion can't hurt,
but make it meaningful by alowing input from sources not so
blatantly oppased and full of misinformation.

2. Think about Patient Rights. Sedion 2, 475.309 (5) cdls
for the notificaion of one physician of another physician's
determination regarding a patient, without the willing consent of the
patient.

Comments. Bad. This is what happens to your rights under the
influence of the drug war. Thisis contrary to the patient - physician
confidentiaity, neutraity and privacy preadied about by the
Program. Further, it may violate other state statutes concerning
disclosure of a person's private medicd records. And what is the
justification for doing it to this sled group? Just say no.

3. Don't waste resources continuoudy punishing Felons.
Sedion 2, 475309 (6) & (8) cdlsfor the denial of an application if
person has drug sales conviction, prevents further applicaion
permanently, and Sedion 3, 475316 (2)(b) allows permanent
revocation of an existing registry card for a drug sales conviction.

Comments. Bad and Ugly. This is uncongtitutional, a cae of
double jeopardy, cruel & unusual punishment and a whole mess of
other things. Only a third-rate dictatorship would deprive aperson
of medicine, in some caes the only one that works, condemning
them to literally rot to deah - and doit for paliticd purposes dresed
asa "hedth & safety emergency”. Further, to deny a Caregiver with
the expertise of growing medica quality cannabis to a needy patient
merely on thisbasisislikewise auel and umecessary.

4. No real need to make it harder on the doctors &
patients. Sedion 2, 475.309 (10)(a)(B)(i) cdls for a physician to
provide even more documentation than before and tries to make
them commit even further by forcing them (continued next page)
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(continued from previous page) to state, "... and that the
medical use of marijuana may continue to mitigate the
symptoms or effects..."

Comments. This is ill problematic, in that doctors dill are
reluctant to put themselves on the firing line. The aurrent
wording stating that the patient continues to have aqualifying
condition should still be sufficient for the Program.

5. Consider the Tactics. Very Bad and Ugly. Added
sedion, #5, states, "This 2003 Act being recessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace hedth and safety,
an emergency is dedared to exist, and this 2003 Act takes effed
on its passage.”

Comments. Excuse us, but what "peace hedth, or safety
emergency” ... ? This smacks of more Reefer Madness <ae
tadics and smells like someone is trying to get something resty
pas=d through in a hurry before the people can be made aware
of it.

In short, we fed the changes represented by this bill will
do little more than add sick pot-heads to the "justice"
system pod at the expense of other programs, like those
for schools. These changes will NOT discourage euse or
reduce crime. They WILL increase investigations,
prosecutions, imprisonments and paroles — and related
harm & expense - of people who are no harm to society to
begin with.

“How can | have input?” HB 2939 has passed the House
floor and has gone the Senate for a basic repea of the whole
show - heaing, work session and floor vote. The next most
likely chance for new citizen input to be head in person would
be aSenate ommittee heaing. BUT! Having said that, just
becaise there may be no further heaings on HB2939 in the
House -or- Senate, thereis NO limit on the amount of contad to
be made to any legislator on this matter.

We should encourage dl representatives to, at least, think of the
resulting costs of their dedsion. Contad your representative
and/or the Hedth and Human Services Committee & the Capitol
Bldg, Salem, Oregon. Be sure to READ the TEXT and, we
suggest, confine your comments to the changes contained in this
bill, for maximum effediveness and consideration.

If you call, you can leave a short message, such as, "My
name is . I'm calling to ask Sen. __ to NOT
support HB-2939. My phone number is . Thank
you."

Short and swed, if they want reasons they will cdl you back.
Doubtful that you'll hea from them. This is effedive becaise
someone has to at least write down your phone number. They
need to know that there ae many people who care aout the
OMMA Program and they need to know NOW!

Contact Tip: There ae persons who will never agree with us
and those that dorit care. If they wish to be jerks and ignore our
patients then we will not to have to padnt out that they are
indeed beingjerks, it will be obvious. The only thing you can

do, if they vote wrong, is thank them for their consideration of our
concerns, express rrow that they could not see the redity of the
issue and THEN promiseto dowhat you can to urnteled them. While
a gooditem to note, NOT a goodlead in. It does ok as an exit line
thoudh.

Oregon State Senate Health Policy Committee - 2003

Senator Bill Morrisette, Chair Party: D  District: 6

Capitol Phone: 503-986-1706

Capitol Address: 900 Court St NE S-306 Salem OR 97301
Email Address: sen.billmorrisette@state.or.us

Web page Address: http://www.leg.state.or.us/morrisette/

Senator Bill Fisher, Vice-Chair Party: R District: 1

Capitol Phone: 503-986-1701

Capitol Address: 900 Court St. NE S-209, Salem OR 97301
Email Address: sen.billfisher@state.or.us

Web page Address: http://www.leg.state.or.us/fisher/

Party: R  District: 25
503-986-1725
900 Court St. NE S-311, Salem OR 97301
sen.johnminnis@state.or.us
http://www.leg.state.or.us/minnisj/

Senator Frank Shields Party: D District: 24

Capitol Phone: 503-986-1724

Capitol Address: 900 Court St. NE S-309, Salem OR 97301
Email Address: sen.frankshields@state.or.us

Web page Address: http://www.leg.state.or.us/shields/

Senator Charles Starr Party: R District: 13

Capitol Phone: 503-986-1713

Capitol Address: 900 Court St. NE S-312, Salem OR 97301
Email Address: sen.charlesstarr@state.or.us

Web page Address: http://www.leg.state.or.us/starrc/

Senator Vicki Walker Party: D  District: 7

Capitol Phone: 503-986-1707

Capitol Address: 900 Court St. NE S-210, Salem OR 97301
Email Address: sen.vickiwalker@state.or.us

Web page Address: http://www.leg.state.or.us/walker/

Senator John Minnis
Capitol Phone:
Capitol Address:
Email Address:

Web page Address:

To find out the contact info for YOUR legislators go to:
http://www.leg.state.or.us/findlegsltr/findset.htm All you have to
do is type in your address and you'll get it all. Here is how you figure
out who is on which committee. Go to:
http://www.leg.state.or.us/index.html, click on Committees at the
top, click on Senate Committee Assignments by Committee.

Here is how you figure out who is your Representative and/or
Senator. Go to and get contact info from the lists under the House
and Senate buttons. Click on House (or Senate), click on
Representative (or Senator) Information and then click on
Alphabetical Listing of State Representatives. Each Rep. clicked on
will lead you to the stuff you need. Perhaps you can bookmark this
main site to facilitate using the info on it.

Thisinformation provided by the Mercy Center of Salem
(MCRC - Medical Cannabis Resource Center).
1675Fairgrounds Rd., Salem, Oregon, 97303
Phone 503363-4588 o visit: www.MercyCenters.org
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